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112 The Sewanee Review. 

ESS ATS. 

Religion and Life. By R. Russell. New York: Longmans, Green, & Co. 
1900. 

It is impossible not to sympathize with the motive and 
spirit of this book. That religion should be brought to the test 
of morality no one will deny, but whether Mr. Russell has 
found the remedy for the evil which he sees in Church and 
State we very much question. There are times when no 
prophet but Cassandra will do, but we do not think the pres- 
ent is one of them. It is well to warn and rebuke, to point 
out evils of superstition and the glaring inconsistency between 
faith and practice which meets us so frequently in the reli- 
gious world ; but after all, such wholesale denunciations as the 
author indulges in are merely negative and are calculated to 
irritate rather than to inspire one with a love of righteous- 
ness. When zeal is not tempered with discretion it is apt to 
defeat itself and to alienate many who are just as much con- 
cerned as Mr. Russell to see more reality and less sham in 
the Churches. This is the fatal deficiency of his book. He 
is a fearless and merciless critic, but he has nothing definite 
to suggest by way of remedy. 

His destructive pen would even deprive us of many cher- 
ished convictions which experiencehas proved tobemosthelp- 
ful to godly living. He rejects the historic fact of a resur- 
rection, and then exclaims with astonishment: "What a hold 
these fictions have upon mankind!" Mr. Russell does not 
appreciate the intimate connection that there is between a 
right faith and a righteous life. Strange as it may seem, while 
exhorting his readers with almost passionate earnestness to 
show their faith by their works, he is all the time quietly un- 
dermining the foundations of faith. 

Mr. Russell impresses us as a very sincere and earnest 
writer ; but, if we may judge from his book, he is sadly lacking 
in judgment and in ability to see more than one side of any 
question. To characterize the British-Boer war as "a far- 
rago of lies against a small bigot-ridden State," may serve as 
an example of his immoderate use of language. While the 



Reviews. 113 

style is good, the effect is marred by wordiness and repeti- 
tion, of which there is a great deal. 

In a volume of two hundred and ten pages there are no di- 
visions and no chapters, which suggests the probability of 
there being no definite plan in the author's mind when he 
began to write, which impression grows as one reads. And 
yet when we have pointed out these glaring defects, the fact 
remains that we find ourselves in sympathy with much that 
Mr. Russell says, and with the motive and spirit of his book 
we are in hearty accord. Wm. A. Guerry. 

On Southern Poetry Prior to i860. A Dissertation presented to the 
Faculty of the University of Virginia as a part of the requirements for 
the degree of Doctor of Philosophy. By Sidney Ernest Bradshaw, June, 
1900. Richmond: The B. F.Johnson Company. 

This Doctor Dissertation of one hundred and sixty-two 
pages will be found a useful and helpful reference work, par- 
ticularly for the names, lists, and bibliographical data of verse 
writers and verse in the Southern States before i860. The 
author has made as full use of his material as was possible, 
so far as it was at his command in local libraries; and his 
Preface is manly in stating his difficulties and wins sympa- 
thy. There is alack of proportion in devoting nine pages to 
Simms and almost immediately thereafter only three to Poe. 
Also the Poe bibliography is relatively meager — rather cu- 
rious in a student of Poe's alma mater, where only nine 
months before a worthy marble bust was unveiled to the 
poet's memory. After quoting two pages or more of Prof. 
Trent's "Life of Simms" and acknowledging great indebt- 
edness to it, it seems a little ungracious in the writer to have 
a fling at his authority, with whom in all pertaining to Simms's 
poetic record he remains in substantial accord. For " the 
striking fact is that out of so large an amount of verse so lit- 
tle has survived in the popular mind," and " to the average 
reader of the present generation Simms's poetry is a thing 
unknown" (p. 59). 

But the writer has not intended to do injustice anywhere, 
and has evidently been painstaking in bringing together and 
ordering his data. And now, having worked through these 



